Is sickle cell trait a health hazard? Medical problems: a brief review.
Investigators have statistically linked the occurrence of certain conditions to sickle cell trait (hemoglobin AS). Other associations between hemoglobin AS and morbid conditions have been reported with reliable documentation, although these reports have lacked a statistical base. The need for continued, careful, and clear documentation of such associations is emphasized because physicians caring for patients with sickle cell trait will continue to question such associations. An approach to counseling patients with sickle cell trait is suggested.